Middle School Curriculum Information

Nine Week Report

Our system is set up on a nine week report period.  The student will be issued a report card stating their academic progress. These grades will be the average of percentage earned for that period.   A progress report will also be issued midway through each nine week period.  Report cards and progress reports are to be signed and returned with the exception of the last nine week report.  

You will receive communication from the teacher during a nine week period when problems develop in the academic or conduct area.  Phone calls, notes, or requests for a conference, by the teacher, will be used to let you know of problem areas that may be developing.  Please cooperate in returning signed notes to the teacher the next day after they are received.

Parent/Teacher conferences will be scheduled after the 1st and 3rd nine week report periods.  A parent may request a conference with the teacher or administrator at any time.  Arrangements for the conference should be made through the office and at a time convenient for all parties involved.  The administration is determined to have regular communication in order to not surprise the parent at grade time.
Instructional hour policy 
· The number of instructional hours for middle school students shall be or shall exceed 1080 per year

Testing

· All students will be tested using 

· All students will be tested on their writing skills using the six trait method.

· All sixth grade students will be tested on reading fluency using DIBLES test.

· Copies of these tests will be placed in the student’s file in the main office.

Grade Scale

A+ 100-95



C+  79-75 



F 69 & below

A     94-90



C    74-70



I Incomplete*

B+   89-85



D+  69-65



U Unsatisfactory

B     84-80



D    64-60



S  Satisfactory

*An “Incomplete” is given only when the teacher feels there are justifiable reasons for the work to be late.  Such a grade changes to “F” if the work is not completed within two weeks.
Program of Study for Middle School

Required






Electives

6th Grade


General Language Arts



Band


General Math





Choir


Basic Science





Rhetoric-Speech


Western Hemisphere Geography


PE


Bible/Life Skills/Health



Beginning Latin









Drama

7th Grade






Remediation


Grammar/American Literature


Art


Basic Math





Computer Applications


Life Science


World History (1100-Present)

Bible/Life Skills/Health

8th Grade


Grammar/American Literature


Pre Algebra or Algebra I


Earth Science


American History/Civics


Bible/Life Skills/Health

Description of Middle School Classes

Sixth Grade English


Sixth grade English emphasizes grammar and composition.  The class covers sentence structure, punctuation, parts of speech, and paragraph structure, types of essays, research reports, spelling, and vocabulary.  The sixth grade English class will also spend time exploring literature.  The emphasis will be on comprehension. 
Reading and Literature

Oral reading

Reading comprehension

Speed reading

Vocabulary building

Dictionary skills

Penmanship

Review of cursive writing formation

Practice penmanship through creative writing and

word exercises

Spelling and Poetry

Weekly word lists by prefixes, suffixes, and root

words

Vocabulary study from the word lists

Eight poems committed to memory

Dictionary skills

Language

Writing Process

Writing, comparison /contrasts, poetry, outlines,

library research paper, narration, journal

Sentences and sentence parts

Fragments, run-ons

Punctuation and capitalization rules

Library skills

Student Writers’ Handbook

Grammar

Recognizing, diagramming, and using all eight

parts of speech

Seventh Grade English


Seventh grade English continues to build grammar and composition skills.  The class will include sentence structure, punctuation, speech and literature.

Grammar

Capitalization rules

Punctuation rules

Kinds of sentences and diagramming

Eight parts of speech and their uses

Diagramming eight parts of speech

Sentence structure

Composition

The writing process

Outlining

The library

Summaries

Book reports

Research paper

Writing style

Letter writing

Vocabulary, Spelling, Poetry

Vocabulary lessons

Weekly spelling lessons

Eight poems memorized

Literature

Reading for enjoyment stories and poems by

such authors as Frost, Dickinson, Kipling,

Bunyan, Alcott, Luther, Dickens, Defoe

Eighth Grade English


Eighth grade English is a stepping stone to high school study.  Students will review and expand their study of grammar.  Vocabulary and spelling will be studied throughout the year.  Students will also study composition, including an MLA style research paper.  Second semester is a study of literature and literary terms.  One novel will be read.

Grammar

Capitalization rules

Punctuation rules

Kinds of sentences and diagramming

Eight parts of speech and their uses

Diagramming eight parts of speech

Sentence structure

Composition

Manuscript form

The writing process

The library

Outlining

Summaries

Book reports

Paragraphs

Descriptions

Research paper

Writing style

Vocabulary, Spelling, Poetry

Vocabulary lessons

Weekly spelling lessons

Nine poems memorized

Literature

Reading for enjoyment stories and poems by such

authors as Stuart, Whittier, Longfellow, Frost,

Browning, Hawthorne, Sandburg
Sixth Grade Math

Place value of whole numbers and decimals

Maintaining skills in fundamental operations

Story problems/Problem-solving strategies

Roman numerals

Rounding off

English and metric measures

Converting measures within the same system and solving measurement equations

Adding, subtracting, and multiplying measures

Prime factoring

Fundamental operations involving fractions and decimals

Estimation

Ratios and proportion

Percent

Probability

Graphs and scale drawing/Introduction to statistics

Basic geometric shapes

Perimeter, area, and circumference

Bisecting angles

Reading thermometers

Converting Celsius to Fahrenheit and Fahrenheit to Celsius

Equation solving/Introduction to basic algebra

Latitude, longitude, and time zones

Banking, finding interest, and installment buying

Reading electric and gas meters
Seventh Grade Math

Maintaining skills in fundamental operations

(see grades 4–6)

Fractions and decimals

Factoring

Problem-solving strategies

Factorial

Ratio and proportion

Application of percent

Personal finances

Metric system

Probability

Basic geometric concepts

Development and use of formulas

Reading and constructing graphs

Introduction to statistics

Introduction to algebra

Negative numbers

Powers and roots

Time zones, latitude, and longitude

Introduction to plane and solid geometry

Pythagorean rule

Sine, cosine, tangent

Eighth Grade Math

Pre-Algebra

Maintaining skills in fundamental operations

(see grades 4–7)

Principles of mathematics

English and metric measures

Basic algebraic concepts

Signed numbers

Powers and roots

Like and unlike terms

Multiplying and dividing monomials

Problem-solving strategies

Word problems solved algebraically

Reading and constructing graphs

Graphical scale drawings

Statistics and probability

Business math

Earning income

Banking

Stocks and bonds

Insurance

Basic plane and solid geometric concepts

Properties of geometric figures

Constructing geometric figures

Perimeter, area, surface area, and volume

Pythagorean rule

Sine, cosine, and tangent

Scientific notation

Western Hemispher Geography

History and Geography

Advanced map studies

Geography facts, including the 50 states

Eight documents reviewed

North America: Canada, United States,

Mexico and Central America

South America: Continent of Natural Resources

Nations of South America

United States History: The Colonial Heritage,

New World's First Republic, U.S. in the

Twentieth Century
World History (1100-Present)

History and Geography
The Beginning



From Sumer to Canaan

Down to Egypt



Israel and Its Land

According to His Will


Greece: A Drama in Two Acts

Rome before Christ



Rome after Christ

Early Church History


Islam versus Christendom

From Empire to Feudalism


An Age of Darkness

The Protestant Reformation


Post-Reformation Europe

The English Nation



An Age of Exploration


The United States



France in the Modern Age

Science & Industry in the Modern Age

The New World of Classics


The British Empire

World War I and the Rise of Communism

Before and During World War II

The Cold War Era



Era of Change

Eastern Hemisphere Geography

Parliamentary Procedure


Current events
American History/Civics

History
A New World to Explore

The First English Colonies

New Colonies

Life in Colonial America

Preparation for Independence

Home of the Brave

Land of the Free

From the Appalachians to the Rockies

The Jacksonian Era

The Blessings of Technology

The Second Great Awakening and Its Impact

Education and Culture

The Promise of the West

The Civil War and Reconstruction

The Age of Industry

The Gilded Age

Growing into Greatness

Into the Twentieth Century

The Rise of Big Government

A World at War

Time for Freedom and Responsibility

Troubled Times for America

Which Way, America?

Western Hemisphere Geography

Current events

National, State, and Local Government

Basic Science-6th Grade

Plants

Plentiful Plants

Animals

Observing Invertebrates
Earth and Space

Our Fascinating Earth

God’s Great Universe

Exploring Space

Chemistry

Matter and Chemistry (atoms, elements, and compound)
Life Science


Life Science focuses on man’s observations of living things, which God has created and man’s use of those observations.  Some of the main topics covered are classification, cell structure and function.  Biblical creationism, life processes of organisms, ecology, and the human body.

Invitation to Science

Plants: Provision for Life

Your Wonderful Body

Introduction to Physical Science

The Amazing Atmosphere

Knowing the Weather

The Science of Classification

Through the Microscope

Science and Creation

Insects and Other Arthropods
Earth Science


Earth Science approaches the study of the Earth by focusing first on its unique placement within the Celestial Sphere.  The course then gives attention to the Atmosphere, Lithosphere, and Hydrosphere respectively.  A variety of topics are discussed within these four areas of consideration.

Consider the Heavens

Man and the Universe

Solid Matter in Motion

Fluids in Motion

Heat Molecules in Motion

Birds: Efficiency in Motion

Science vs. Evolution

Magnets and Magnetism

Electrons and Electricity

Bible


Middle School Bible class will be taught to boys and girls separately.  They will cover the book The Purpose Driven Life,  

Physical Education 

This class is designed to provide the student with situations for learning to compete as well as cooperate with others while striving for common goals.  Only through enjoyable and consistent participation will physical benefits be attained.  Course contents include organized games, rules, strategies, team competition and fitness testing.

Health


This class addresses health from a Christian perspective.  Areas for emphasis include, but are not limited to: basic health facts, body systems, mental and emotional health, first aid and personal hygiene.  Field trips and special speakers are included to enhance learning.  Worksheets, tests, and projects are used in evaluation of the students.

Sixth Grade

Health

Safety First



First Steps of First Aid

Your Changing Body


An Active Lifestyle

Your Body’s Defenses


Your Communication System

Drugs—Use and Abuse


A Healthy Spirit

Anatomy

Endocrine System
Respiratory System

Muscular System
Skeletal System

Lymphatic System
Nervous System

Skin
Seventh Grade

Health
The New You: Social and Mental Health

Personal Appearance: An Expression of the

Real You

Drug Abuse: It’s Deadly

Spiritual Fitness: It’s Your Choice
Eighth Grade

Health
Physical Fitness: The Active Life

Good Nutrition: Eating for Energy

Disease: Today’s Battle against It

Safety First: Then Basic Aid

Spiritual Growth: A Personal Challenge

Sex Education from the Bible (see seventh grade)

Middle School Band

Prerequisites: 1 or 2 years of instrument lessons

Grade Level: 6-8 

Course Length: One Year

Curriculum: Standard of Excellence, Book 2 Pearson


This course will develop musical abilities with instruments.

Middle School Choir

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 6-8

Course Length: One Year

Curriculum: Various music


This class incorporates the elements of music into choral singing.  Different styles of music are learned and performed through selected literature.  Proper vocal techniques are taught.

Rhetoric

Beginning Latin

Drama


The Drama class is designed to give students a basic understanding of what Drama is, how Drama has developed throughout the history of Western civilization (ancient Greece to the Elizabethan Age), the characteristics of drama, how to interpret drama, and basic scenery construction techniques.

Remediation

Art

Computer Applications

